clusion: "The local character of these places, individually as well as collectively, argues against the notion of a monolithic regional commonality. . . . In the early national period the Delaware Valley was not a cohesive region" (pp. 178-79) .
Some of the best strengths of the book are also its best-kept secrets. The chapter on Warwick Township, Pennsylvania, is not only a survey of Pennsylvania German house forms, but also a thought-provoking exploration of difference, in its comparison of how non-German contemporaries described the visibility of Germanness with what we now can discern in surviving records and environments. The chapter on lower Delaware provides unexpected humanity in the figure of slave-poaching tavern keeper Patty Cannon, whose story is used to effectively explore the cultural, physical, and economic liminality of an entire section of the state. While the study of Mannington Township, New Jersey, offers an intriguing exploration of a community's self-conscious landscape preservation, with surprising temporal depth, it also contains an unexpected history of tidewater meadow reclamation in the eighteenth century-which serves as more than a footnote to the pressing environmental concerns of our own time. Even though Mack respected Bender as a pitcher and a player, Bender's compensation paled in comparison with other top players of the era. This inequity, according to Kashatus, demonstrated that Bender, despite his talent, was a second-class citizen in Mack's eyes and led Bender to consider other options. When Mack waived Bender following his disastrous performance in the 1914
